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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Akhidr-i- Am of the 28th April (received oti the 6th Circulation, 

. May) states that nothing shows 
wee tet cartes Ge tea . ciate of the British in Afghan- 
— istan so well as the proclamation 
which was issued in Lahore the other day. It was proclaim- 
ed by the public crier that the Government wishes to enlist :. 
soine recruits belonging to certain Sifh tribes, such as sweep- a 
ers, &o., for service on the frontier on Rs. 25 a month, and 4 


f thut those men who will enlist themselves will get one a 
: month's pay in advance. This was an unwise act on the | 2 
a part of tlie Government. The inhabitants of large towns oc 
3 like Lahore are generally lazy and slothful. They will : 

3 never be willing to undertake military service. On the ae 
8 coutrary the proclamation may induce them to think that the oe 


British troops in Afghanistan have: been annihllated, and 
that therefore the Government has deen compelled to affer 
large pay to recruits. Govert me t could rg mnt as 
many recruits * it wasted for Re. 10 0 g 
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is to be regretted that the shrewd British Government does 
not know even such simple things. Probably it is under the 
impression that it can do everything by money, but it is mis- 
taken. It should depend more upon its wisdom than money, 
Just look at the present Afghan war. A great deal of money 
has been spent on it, and thousands of men have been killed, 
but in vain. The difficulty has obviously not yet been settled, 
otherwise the Government will not be obliged to offer Rs. 25 
a month to recruits. Such large pay has never been offered 
to soldiers in any country. It appears from history that there 
have been thousands of kings who, though they were much 
weaker than the British Government, conquered more powerfal 
countries than Afghanistan without any great difficulty. 
The cause of their success was that they always acted with 
shrewdness. They treated the good with kindness and defeat- 
ed the treacherous by treachery and the strong by force. 


The Berar Samachar of the 3rd May states that it ie 
rumoured that the Press Commissioner 
has ceased to subscribe to newspapers, 
and that his appointment has been abolished. If this is 
really the case, the Press Act should be also ubuli-hed. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 4th May states 
Lord Lytton’s Indian that the Conservative Gov ernment of 
administration. Eugland has fallen and the Liberals 
have come into office. The Marquis of Ripon has been ap- 
pointed the new Viceroy of India. Lord Lytton will soon returtt 
to England, but not so soon as is generally expected. The 
speeches and addresses lately delivered in England by the 
Liberal leaders have induced some natives to imagine that the 
policy of the new Liberal Government will be quite differeae 
from that fof the Conservatives. They are under the. in 
pression that the present Indian policy, especially the: 41 hap 
policy, will be undoubtedly changed, but they are mis ales 
The five important events of Lord Lytton’ 5 admini trat 00 | 
which generally en gage che public atten tion are the ing * 


The Press Commission- 
ership. 
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‘the assumption by Her Majesty of the title of Empress of India, 
the Afghan war, the reduction of the limit of age for the ca- 
didates for the Covenanted Civil Service, the passing of the Ver- 
nacular Préss Act, and the abolition of the cotton import duty. 
It is difficult to say what would have been the policy of the 
Liberals in these matters had they beea in office at the time. 
To our thinking their policy would have been the sume as that 
of Lord Lytton. As regards the future, they will probably 
do what he would have done had he remained at the head of 
Indian administration. The speeches ‘of the Liberal leader's 
were only dictated by a pa rty feeling. There is reason to think 
thut che Liberals, who had connived at the violation of the 
Black Soa Treaty by Russia, might have pursued a somewhat 
different Eastern policy from that of the Conservative Govern- 
ment during the late Russo-Turkish war. Had they been 
in power at the time Turkey would have probably suffered 
more from the war than she did. Russia may again try to 
injure the Turkish empire during theascendancy of the Liberals 
at home. If the sentiments and feelings of the Liberals to- 
wards the Turks continue to be what they are at present, 
Constantinople may sooner or later fall into the hands of the 
Greeks, although this will be a matter of deep regret. But 
we do not think that the Indian policy of the Liberals would 
have differed from that of the Conservatives in any important 
respect. ‘The aftairs in Afghanistan reached a crisis in 
Lord Lytton’s- ‘time, and the Government could no longer 
afford to be indifferent to them. It was necessary to wagea war 
against the Afghans or against the Russians i in Europe, in order 
to prevent the latter from intriguing with the former. The 
British Government, whether it were a Conservative or a 
Liberal one, must have adopted one of these. two courses. It 
is unde ‘ubtedly open to question which was the better course. 
But it is obvious that both of them were beset with equal 
difficulties , though of different kinds. As regards | the assump- 
tion by Her Majesty of the title of Empress of India, it should 
be observed that this question had been under the consider- 
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ation of the late Liberal · Government. Some persons may cl 
contend that the Liberals would not have lowered the limit of n 
age for the candidates to the Civil Service and abolished the tl 
cotton import duties Their argument can have no force until d 
the new Liberal Government again raises the limit to 21 years tl 
and reimposes the cotton duty. There is no donbt that the 
Vernacalar Press Act would not have been enacted by the th 
Government of India had the Liberals been in authority at tl 
home at the time It may now beabolished by the new Liberal ni 
Government, In our opinion native newspapers are for the h 
most part worthlers and do more evil than good to the country, q 
They do not reflect the public opinion of the country. In fact b 
there exists as.yet no public opinion in India. Some native 80 
papers are undoubtedly conducted with great ability by Ben- a 
galis. But as they are published in English the Press Act t 
does not affect them. No good could accrue to the country t 
from the liberty of the vernacular press If liberty is what 


it is understood to be by some of our native contemporaries, 


it is better that such newspapers should be stopped than that 
the press should ‘be free. 
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W The Oudh Akhbar of the 6th May states that the natives 
685 capies. “The Parliamentary ele- bave displayed greater enthusiasm 
tions. about the late elections than was ever 
seen before. Even those men who had never beard of Parlis- 
ment were anxious to know what the elections meant, AS 
regards the question as to whether the natives sympathize 
with the Liberals or the Conservatives, the writer is of opini 
that they generally sympathize with the former. They con 
sider some of the Liberal leaders, such as Messrs. Gladstone, 
Bright, and Fawcett, Lord Northbrook, &., their true friends, 
and accordingly expect 4. good deal from them. They are 2 
vinced that they will be rolieved of a portion of the he ’ 
burden of taxation and the Press Act will be aboljshed by. a 
new Liberal Government, It will be remembered that, #&* : 
request of the politica] associations of India, Mr. 0 . ato | 
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criticised the Press Act in Parliament. It is impossible that, 
now that he has been appointed Prime; Minister, he. will. allaw. 
that Act to stand on the Statute Book. However, there is no 
doubt that the vernacular newspapers will first have to prove 
that they are deserving of liberty by their good conduct. The 
writer then quotes extracts from the Amrit Buzar. Patrika and 
the Bramho Biblio Opinion, in which they noticed with joy 
the victory of the Liberals, and remarks that the eyes of the 
natives are at present turned towards Mr. Gladstone: He 
has clearly expressed his sentiments on different important 
questions in his late speeches and addresses. It remains to 
be seen how far he will endeavour, to give effect to these 
sentiments, We hope: that he will not disappoint us, and 
anxiously wait for the day when the natives will gladly deal are 
that their mast sanguine hopes have been realised.and tender 
their cordial thanks to him. ) 


The Kavivachan Sutha of the. 3rd May publishes a long Circulation, 


800 copies. 


article communicated by one Pandit 
Badri Dat. Referring to the late Par- 


The same subject, 


liamentary elections, the writer remarks that the victory of 


the Liberals is a matter of national congratulation. The rule 
of the hard-hearted Conservatives has now beeome quite in- 
tolerable to us. They levied new taxes, misappropriated 
the Famine Insurance Fund, wagéd an unnecessary war 
against the Afghans which involved an imm mse loss of men 
and money, abolished the cotton import duty in order to 
obtain the good will of the Manchester weavers, and gaga! 
the native press, It is a good thing that their oppressive rule 
is at in end, otherwise we should have been exposed to still 
greater hardships. Self-interest was their guiding principle, 
Moreover, they were very stubborn. ‘We: are the well- 
wishers of the Liberals, and hope that they will promote the 
interests both of the Government ahd the people. We are 
convinced that if they do not increase our welfare, they will 
do nothing prejudicial to it. It is our esfnest prayer that 
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they may refrain from the policy of their predecessors and 
long continue to rule over us. 


NATIVE STATES, 


It appears from the Sajjan Kirti Sudhakar (Udaipar) 


The introduction ot of the Ist May that the Maharany 
stamped paperin Udaipur, of Udaipur has decided to introduce 


the use of stamped paper in his state. 


LOCAL. 


The Nasimi Agra of the 30th April complains that 


sistant Magistrate, Agra. Agra, used discourteous and abusive 
language towards a vakil in open court. 


A local correspondent of the Dabir-i-Hind (Allahabad) 
The grain market, Khur- of the Ist May complains that the 


Gabad, Allahabad. grain market of Khurdabad (Allah- 
abad), which belongs to Government, is not now in the sa‘n9 


flourishing condition in which it was in the time of Munshi 
Manni Lal, the late tahsildar of Allahabad. ‘The Govern. 


ment servants in charge of the market do not treat the tra- 
ders as they ought to do, and therefore the traders generally 


take their grain to other markets for sale inste d of taking 
it to the Khurdabad market. The income of the market will bo 
probably mucb less this year than it was last year. In 


commenting upon the above article, the editor remarks thatan 


experienced and industrious tahsildar is required at Allab- 
abad. 


Another local correspondent of the same paper states 


that on the 17th April he went to 
De- 
prty Collector of Ahah- Munshi Het Ram, the Deputy 00. 


Munshi Het Ram, a 


abad. lector's court. He found that 2 


guard was placed at the door who allowed no man to outer 
the court except the suitors. Is the Depa? Collector's 1 
it asks, a public office or a private house ? 
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